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RESPONSE 



Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 



"S CP ,^ 

o 



In response to the Office Action of June 24, 2003, applicant provisionally elects 
for prosecution in this application Embodiment 1 which reads on Figures 1-13. Claims 6-9 are 
readable on the elected species. 

This election is made with traverse. 

The basis of a restriction requirement is 35 USC 121, which indicates that "..the x 
Director may require the application to be restricted to one of the inventions..." (emphasis added), 
i.e., when "..two or more independent and distinct inventions are claimed..." 

Claims 1-5 of this application are directed to a "blade material cutting device." 
Claims 6-9 are also directed to a "blade material cutting device." The examiner indicated that 
these claims "..are deemed to lack unity of invention because they are not so linked as to form a 
single general inventive concept." Applicant cannot agree since all the claims are similarly 
directed, as noted above. 



Since restriction is discretionary under the appropriate statute, and since the 
linkage has been demonstrated, it is respectfully submitted that claims 1 -5 should be examined 
this application along with claims 6-9. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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